Yesterday we left Mesa Verde and stopped at the Aztec Ruins in Aztec, NM, which were created by the Anasazi people.  We then visited the Salmon Ruins in Bloomfield.  They are very similar.  There are no photos of either place because today we visited Chaco Canyon, the cultural center of the Puebloan people between 850 and 1250 A.D.  Ancient roads radiate out from Chaco Canyon in all directions.  It was the hub.  There are a number of Great Houses in Chaco but the most popular is Pueblo Bonito so these are the only photos for tonight’s email.

These are the last ruins photos, I promise.

Dean

The trip into Chaco is through 21 miles of open range, 8 miles of paved and 13 miles of dirt roads.  These guys posed for Debby.
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The park itself is paved.
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There are a number of sites in Chaco but Pueblo Bonito is the most investigated, and the most visited.
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Arceogist call Poeo Dot “Chacoan great house.” This mommental
Aol bufiaing served surmounding communitics and the region when Chico
e major center of Puebloan culture between A.D, 850 and 1150,

This buikding embraced many roles. Those functions included ceremony,
administration, trading, storage, hospitality, communications, astronomy,
and burial of the honored dead. Only a small portion seems to have served
as living quarters.

From the remnant walls and foundations, ry to imagine the building in use.
More than 600 rooms towered four and five stories above the valley floor,
covering 3 acres. The buildings unique D-shaped geometry enclosed two.

plazas with dozens of ceremonial kivas. Straight av nked the building

with nearby and distant great houses.

A
I Architectural plan view of Pueblo Bonito

The trail is % mile long. Watch for low doorways and drop-offs near kivas.

Pueblo Bonite




Artist rendition of the way it appeared.
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Following the trail to the site brings you to this corner.
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Notice how the wall thickness changes with height.
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This wall needed to be stabilized.
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The back wall and Debby taking a photo.
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A trip through the rooms shows primary and secondary timbers still visible.
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Timbers over a door entrance.  They are over 1000 years old.
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Debby checking out the kivas in the courtyard.
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This is a matate for grinding corn, the Puebloan staple.
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Multi-level structures.
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The canyon is split in the middle by this arroyo.  
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