Mesa Verde was home to the Anasazi people from about 1400 years ago to about 700 years ago.  Then in the late 1200’s, in the span of a generation or two, they moved away.  By 1300 they were completely gone.  The reason for this is unknown, although a 28-year drought is considered a possible cause.  At the peak there may have been as many as several thousand living in this area.  Their dwellings ranged from shallow pithouses, to deeper pithouses, which eventually evolved into ceremonial stone-lined kivas.  Their move to the cliffs only lasted about 100 years.  

There are many ruins here.  I believe I read that at least 600 archeological sites have been explored.  But, I understand, if you’ve seen one kiva, you’ve seen them all, so not so many photos tonight.

Tomorrow we visit the Aztec Ruins in Aztec, NM which is about 85 miles from here and then we end up in Bloomfield, NM.  We will visit Chaco Canyon from there.

Debby and I have been married 39 years today.  Thanks for the bottle of champagne, guys.  What a nice treat!  I am sipping as I write this. 
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The first Puebloans in this area lived in  pithouses.  These are the remains of one.
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Pithouses evolved into kivas like this one.  It would have a timber and mud roof with a smoke hole in the middle which also served as an entrance.
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Another kiva.
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Debby is exploring one of the above ground dwellings in the area.
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This is the wall of one canyon that had numerous dwellings.
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This is Cliff Palace, perhaps the best known dwelling, viewed from an overlook on the same side of the canyon.
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Closer look at the right side of Cliff Palace
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And the left side.
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Cliff Palace as viewed from the opposite side of the canyon.  The tour group you see climbed 5 ladders to ascend to that level.  Cliff Palace has 150 rooms, 23 kivas, and housed between 100-120 people.  The complex is 50’ high and 288’ long.
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