Well, day 2 is a rap.  It started with breakfast at the Coffee Pot (Home of 101 Omelettes) where we had Huevos Rancheros and they were awesome, maybe the best salsa I’ve had.  I did not take my camera, dang it; but they were something to behold.  One wall has photos of many notable people who have eaten here and it has won numerous “Best Food” awards.

Then it was off to Montezuma Castle.  Believed to be built by the Sinagua people, a prehistoric indian tribe, Montezuma Castle is a cliff dwelling about 30 miles from Sedona, NM.  This 20-room, 5-story apartment complex was built about 700 years ago.  Early settlers mistakenly thought the ruins were created by the Aztecs so named them after the emperor Montezuma.

This is my honey taking a photo.  Just ahead of her is a tour group so we followed them for a while and listened to the guide.
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By the time you climbed up there after working the fields all day I would think you would be too pooped to yell, ”Honey, I’m home!” 
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Then we went to Montezuma’s Well.  Located eleven miles from Montezuma Castle, Montezuma’s Well was an oasis for the Sinaqua tribe who used the water to irrigate crops.  Created by the collapse of a limestone cavern, this sinkhole is about 350’ across and has more than a million gallons of carbonated water flow through it a day.  The source of the water has yet to be determined.  It is home to five species found nowhere else on earth.  It also has cliff dwelling ruins.
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Next up was the Chapel of the Holy Cross.  Built on the side of a hill this chapel is a major draw for people of all faiths.  Construction began in 1955.  That’s it in the center.
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If you stand just to the right of the chapel where the lady in the light colored shirt is above, and look down below, the following photo is what you see.
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It was rumored to belong to Nicolas Cage but I did a little digging on the web and found this:

This newly completed mega-mansion is located at 503 Chapel Road in Sedona, AZ. The large mansion contains a 4-car garage and a rooftop conservatory. The home has 8,148 square feet of living space. The land was first sold on 3/23/01 for $286,000. The construction of the home started in early 2003 and finished in 2008. That is a long time for a house that is not even that big. The owner of the home is Dr. Loan Cosmescu, the inventor of the laser that is used in Lasik Eye Surgery. The estate was listed for a short time at $29 million.

Photos from inside the house as well as outside can be found here.

Photos of indigenous plant and wildlife of the area, but not many -
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The saying goes, “God made the Grand Canyon, but he lives in Sedona.”  Now I know why.  I mentioned to a shop clerk that every one I had spoken with was from somewhere else.  She was from Delaware, I think.  She said that is because people come here on vacation and fall in love with it and say, “Why can’t I live here?”

So that is it for today.  We are doing better with the time change.  We were up between 3:30 and 4:00 this morning but here it is 8:35 PM and I’m still going strong.  Debby stopped going completely about 30 minutes ago.  So I suspect we might sleep all the way to 4:30 AM tomorrow!  

Did I mention that I haven’t seen a black fly or mosquito since we arrived?

Dean

